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April 26, 1976 


Lieutenant General Vernon A. Walters, 
Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency, 
Washington, D. C. 20505 


Dear Dick,. 

I saw_i “the “néwspapérs the—announcement of the comp- 
letion of vou Heue with the Agency. I haVe~not_seen you since 
you took on this Supremely demanding job, but like others who 
have known you felt comfortable that the CIA was in the best\ 
possible hands during its most trying period. I hope you leave 
with a-well-earned sense of accomplishment, I will be interested 
goo see what you turn to next; whatever it is, I know it will be 

~ {well done, 


That, really, is the main reason for this note. But the 
; Occasion brings with it a request for information. I have bee 
collecting material for a piece on the Warsaw Pact invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in 1968, intended for publication, I was in Bonn 
at the time, and closely involved since both the Germans and i; 
ourselves had to take into account that the Pact troop movement | 
might not halt at the border. I was convinced then, and remain 
so, that the final Russian decision to go in was taken late and: 
influenced considerably by the concurrent us withdrawel of 35,000 
troops-=--taken by them as a clear Signal of no risk, 


a ae But to do this write-up properly, I would like to refresh 
. 7 my Memory by a look at the State Department and CIA traffic on,. 
‘7; and analyses of, the matter at the time. What I would appreciate 
i» from you would be advice on how I might go about applying for 
‘such an authorization, 1 do have a current State Department 


\and then to submit my write-up to the Agency (and State Department) 


een Snes 


for review to see that no security problems were invotved,— 


a A Are ear ‘ ee 


Any suggestions you may have would be greatly appreciated. 
And good luck to you for your future, : 


Sincerely, 
ad &L 
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